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HYDASPES (1872) 
 
Base data at 23 August 1872.  Last amended November 2008 
* indicates entries changed during P&O Group service. 
   
Type  Passenger liner 
P&O Group service  1872-1898 
P&O Group status  Owned by parent company 
Former name(s)   
   
Registered owners, 
managers and operators 

 The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company 

   
Builders  William Denny & Brothers 
Yard  Dumbarton 
Country  UK 
Yard number  158 
   
Registry  Glasgow, UK 
Official number  65730 
Signal letters  LHNS 
Classification society  Lloyd’s Register 
   
Gross tonnage*  2,984 grt 
Net tonnage*  1,891 nrt 
Deadweight [1885]  2,682 tons 
   
Length  110.15m (361.5ft) 
Breadth    12.00m (39.4ft) 
Depth      8.96m (29.4ft) 
Draught [1885]    6.856m (22ft 6in) 
Construction (if not steel)  Iron 
   
Engines  Compound inverted direct-acting steam engines 
Engine builders  Denny & Co 
Works  Dumbarton 
Country  UK 
   
Power  2,052 ihp 
Propulsion  Single screw 
Speed  12 knots 
   
Passenger capacity*  126 first class, 41 second class 
Cargo capacity*  2,374 cubic metres (83,846 cubic feet) 
Crew   
   
Employment  UK/India and Far East services 
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Career   
   

06.07.1872:  Launched. 
20.08.1872:  Registered. 
23.08.1872:  Delivered as Hydaspes for The Peninsular and Oriental Steam 

Navigation Company at a cost of £92,000. 
18.09.1872:  Ran trials. 
21.09.1872:  Maiden sailing Southampton/Bombay. 
01.01.1880:  In procession at the opening of the new Bombay Docks. 

1880:  Screw damage when bound for Ceylon and Australia caused her to 
be diverted to Bombay for repairs. 

1882:  Employed as a transport during the Egyptian Campaign. 
16.02.1885:  Re-measured.  2,996 grt, 1,899 nrt, deadweight 2,682 tons, draught 

6.586m (22ft 6 in).  108 first class and 24 second class passenger 
capacity.  Cargo capacity 2,793 cubic metres (98,661 cubic feet). 

23.06.1887:  Ran aground on Shab Mahmoud reef at the southern end of the Gulf 
of Suez.  Tanjore took up passengers and Hydaspes was refloated 
after the Egyptian Government steamer Aida and Gookha (British 
India SNCo) brought lighters. 

1897:  One of four P&O ships to search for Aden when she was wrecked on 
Socotra. 

04.1898:  Sold for £5,850 to F Gore and T R Wheelock, Shanghai. 
07.1898:  Broken up at Shanghai. 
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